
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responsibility for the regulation of health and safety on the railways was 
transferred from the Health and Safety Commission (HSC) and Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) to the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) on 1 April 2006.  

 

This document was originally produced in 1996 by HSC/E but responsibility for 
the subject/work area in the document has now moved to ORR. Because ROTS 
has been revoked for main line operators there are no plans to update this 
document.  

 

If you would like any further information, please contact the ORR's 
Correspondence Section - contact.cct@orr.gsi.gov.uk 
Railway 
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‘Degraded conditions’ means the state of the part of the railway system when it continues to

operate in a restricted manner due to the failure of one or more components. 

‘Abnormal conditions’ means extreme loading on a part of the railway system. For example, this

may be the result of extended delays on one part of the service impinging on another.

‘Emergency situation’ means a current unforeseen or unplanned event which has life threatening or

extreme loss implications and requires immediate attention, eg a fire.

FURTHER INFORMATION

HSE priced and free publications are available by mail order from HSE Books, PO Box 1999,

Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 2WA Tel: 01787 881165 Fax: 01787 313995 Website: www.hsebooks.co.uk

(HSE priced publications are also available from bookshops and free leaflets can be downloaded

from HSE’s website: www.hse.gov.uk.)

For information about health and safety ring HSE’s Infoline Tel: 08701 545500 Fax: 02920 859260

e-mail: hseinformationservices@natbrit.com or write to HSE Information Services, Caerphilly

Business Park, Caerphilly CF83 3GG. 

The Stationery Office publications are available from: The Stationery Office, PO Box 29, Norwich

NR3 1GN Tel: 0870 600 5522 Fax: 0870 600 5533 e-mail: customer.services@tso.co.uk Website:

www.tso.co.uk (They are also available from bookshops.)

This document contains notes on good practice which are not compulsory but which you may

find helpful in considering what you need to do.

© Crown copyright This publication may be freely reproduced, except for advertising, endorsement

or commercial purposes. First published 12/96. Web version published 2005. 

Please acknowledge the source as HSE.
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