
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responsibility for the regulation of health and safety on the railways was 
transferred from the Health and Safety Commission (HSC) and Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) to the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) on 1 April 2006.  

 

This document was originally produced in 1996 by HSC/E but responsibility for 
the subject/work area in the document has now moved to ORR. Because ROTS 
has been revoked for main line operators there are no plans to update this 
document.  

 

If you would like any further information, please contact the ORR's 
Correspondence Section - contact.cct@orr.gsi.gov.uk 
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2 STATION PLATFORMS

22 This chapter describes measures that are applicable to all station platforms. Additional

guidance applicable to sub-surface (including underground) platforms is given in Chapter 9 -

Additional guidance for sub-surface (including underground) railway stations.

Note: The guidance given in Chapter 9 may also apply to new major surface stations and to existing surface

stations where they are altered by building over or otherwise covering over a significant part of the platform(s).

Platform layout

23 Factors to consider about platform layout:

(a) No platforms should be built adjacent to lines where the line speed exceeds 200 km/h.

(b) Stations should be constructed with straight platforms and on the level or on a gradient not

steeper than 1 in 500. Minor stations, at which trains do not terminate or reverse, may be built

on steeper gradients where suitable arrangements can be made to ensure safety, subject to the

agreement of the Inspectorate.

(c) The location of station buildings and platform canopies should take account of the need for the

sighting of signals.

Platform construction

24 Factors to consider about platform construction:

(a) Platforms should be long enough to accommodate the longest train booked to call at the station

plus an allowance for inaccurate stopping, normally 2 m (5 m at main-line stations and

termini). Exceptionally, at existing stations, a shorter platform may be accepted provided that

it is long enough to accommodate the majority of trains and special arrangements are agreed

with the Inspectorate for other trains.

Note: Where special situations exist, such as Automatic Train Operation or platform screen doors, the

necessary stopping allowance and platform length should be agreed with the Inspectorate.

(b) The width of any platform should be adequate for the greatest number of passengers likely to

use it at any time. Platform buildings or other obstructions should not cause undue restrictions

to the movement of passengers. It may be necessary to allow extra width if the platform is to be

used by passengers as a route between one part of the station and another (but see restriction in

paragraph 71). At busy stations, barriers may be required to prevent platforms becoming

overcrowded.

(c) Where it is not reasonably practicable to maintain a constant width of platform throughout its

length, it may be reduced in width at its ends. The full width should be provided over the centre

third of the platform length, or longer as necessary to include any main access.
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