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7 January 2003

Dear Bill

Criteria for approval of passenger track access contracts

May I correct a misapprehension that is reflected in paragraph 2.40 of your
consultation document. Whilst I understand that you are trying to draw oust  a
contrast, there are very few freight services that could be regarded as non time-
sensitive. The reason we have quantum rights is because in the markets that
these rights serve, such as ESI coal, there are weekly changes in the source and
destination of this traffic that make hard-wiring of the rights inappropriate.
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